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Inspectorates welcome Government’s response to their Safeguarding children report

The eight independent government inspectorates who produced the joint Chief Inspectors’ Review of Children’s Safeguards in July 2005 have welcomed the Government response to their recommendations.  

The Government has accepted twenty two out of twenty four of the recommendations of the joint inspectorates’ report.  

In July, the eight inspectorates reported that whilst overall child protection services have improved over the last few years, some of the most vulnerable children in society are still not being adequately protected by the public services with a duty to help them.

The review focused particularly on children who often get overlooked.  These include disabled children, children living away from home and asylum-seeking children.  The Chief Inspectors are therefore concerned that the recommendation relating to children in immigration removal centres was not accepted.  Through ongoing inspection work the inspectorates will want to ensure that the arrangements for all those groups of children improve.

On behalf of the eight inspectorates, David Behan, Chief Inspector of the Commission for Social Care Inspection, said:

 "The response from the Government highlights the importance of our joint inspectorate activity in identifying where further action is required to safeguard children effectively. 

“I am pleased that the Government has accepted the vast majority of our recommendations and has made clear that the requirement to produce these reports will continue. This will allow the Inspectorates to check whether the new policies developed after the Victoria Climbie Inquiry and the first joint Chief Inspectors safeguards review are being delivered and keeping children and young people safe.” 

The response has been prepared as a report entitled ‘Making Safeguarding Everyone's Business’.  It includes background information about the two joint inspectorate reports (October 2002 and July 2005) and summarises key findings of the second review, the Government action following the first Safeguards review, and also the ‘Every Child Matters: Change for Children’ programme. 

The Government’s response comments on the 24 recommendations of the joint inspectors’ report.  Of the ten recommendations directed to Government, three are accepted, two rejected as unnecessary, two are accepted as good practice and three accepted in principle.  The other 14 recommendations addressed to other agencies are all accepted as good practice.

Notes for Editors

1. The Joint Chief Inspectors’ Review of Children’s Safeguards (July 2005) provided a detailed and comprehensive picture of the way children are treated by public services across the board.  The other seven inspectorates who co-authored the report comprised the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted); Her Majesty’s Chief Inspectorate of Constabulary; Her Majesty’s Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate; Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation; Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons; the Healthcare Commission; and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Court Administration.

2. The first Safeguarding Children report was published in October 2002.

3. The steering group set up to manage the Second Joint Chief Inspectors’ Review of Children’s Safeguards received significant advice and input from the Children’s Rights Director based at the Commission for Social Care Inspection, Dr Roger Morgan. 

